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would be imperilled to-day if Pretoria and Johan-
nesburg were still in hostile hands. The plea of
hereditary right, not that of necessity, was put for-
ward by Frederick as the basis of his claims. In
1740 the latter would have seemed equally absurd in
law and in fact.

The second question, Was it right for Prussia to
attempt to acquire Silesia for her own profit ? may
seem to have little claim to discussion by Frederick's
biographers, because considerations of right and
wrong counted for little with Frederick himself.
There seems to be no evidence that Frederick either
in his public or private life practised the stale hy-
pocrisies of truth and morality. What it seemed to
him profitable to do, that he did ; what it seemed to
him profitable to say, that he said. " If there is
anything to be gained by being honest, let us be
honest; if it is necessary to deceive, let us deceive,"
are his own words. In the case of Silesia, his avowal
to Podewils, who urged that some legal claim could
be furbished up, is sufficiently explicit. On Novem-
ber 7th the King writes: "The question of right
(droif) is the affair of the ministers; it is your affair ;
it is time to work at it in secret, for the orders to
the troops are given.*' Two days later he received
the news of the death of the Empress of Russia,
which was worth more to him than a thousand title-
deeds. Russia had no clear rule of succession, and
usually fell into anarchy at the demise of the Crown.
Frederick could therefore strike southward with con-
fidence that his flank was safe.

The question, Was it right ? has, however, a deeper